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Each speaker is given 20 minutes to deliver their presentation. This will be based on a short 

summary distributed to workshop participants approximately a week before the workshop. 

Each presentation is allocated a period of 10-minutes discussion, which will take place 

towards the end of each session. There are six sessions. 

     

14 June 2016 

 

09:30 – 10:00    Breakfast & Registration 

 

10:00 – 10:30    Welcome & Introductions 

 

10:30 – 12:00    Session 1 (3 papers) 

     Spatial justice & the judiciary. 

 

This session presents narratives from South Africa, Brazil, and the United States which 

demonstrate how the judicial acts as a space in which claims for spatial justice are made. 

Veronica Beck looks at the Freguesia-Jacarepagua neighborhood in Rio de Janeiro, and how 

the judiciary was indispensable to the actions of the neighborhood’s residents in mitigating 

the effects of real estate interests. Julian Sendin from Ndifuna Ukwazi, an organization that 

works to advance urban land justice in Cape Town, speaks about a case brought by the 

residents of Bromwell Street; the residents in this case have requested the judge to recuse 

himself given his disparaging remarks made in the hearing that were laden with class and 

racial undertones. Marius Pieterse speaks about his forthcoming book, The Right to Joburg, 

which evaluates the utility of rights discourse in the quest for social change and spatial justice 

in particular litigation contexts.  

 

Presenters:  

 

Victoria Beck  

University of the State of Rio de Janeiro 

 

Marius Pieterse  

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 

   

Julian Sendin 

Ndifuna Ukwazi, Cape Town 



  

 

12:00 – 13:30    Lunch (to be provided) 

 

13:30 – 15:00    Session 2 (2 papers) 

     Housing, eviction, & tenant rights. 

 

Access to housing and secure tenure is a critical feature of today’s urban landscape, 

particularly so in the context of gentrification. The papers presented in this session all deal 

with the competing interests that are frequently prevalent in facilitating access to housing. 

Janelle Greene, a tenants’ rights attorney from the Urban Justice Center speaks to the 

reasoning in the Errigo case before the New York housing court as a way of balancing the 

awesome and often competing interests of the tenant and a landlord. Monica Nogara also 

looks at competing interests, but her focus is on how courts in Brazil have balanced the right 

of access to housing with the right to an environment.  

 

Presenters: 

 

Janelle Greene 

Urban Justice Center, New York City 

 

Monica Nogara 

Secretary of Housing, Planning Department, City of São Paulo 

 

 

15:30 – 17:30    Session 3 (4 papers) 

Judges as agents in urban governance: the limits & 

possibilities of the judiciary in processes of 

urbanization. 

 

This session situates the judiciary within a broader governance structure at local and national 

levels of government. The papers presented in this session are cognizant of the judiciary as an 

institution able to mold and deconstruct particular visions of the city. Vojislava Cortes begins 

with outlining the non-judicial context through the notion of sanctuary cities: a political space 

which serves as an alternative to an exclusionary statist regime. Sarah Fox looks at the 

juxtapositions between city policy and state overrides in the US, and explores the potential 

for the judiciary to support local action in the face of state hostility. Juan Felipe Pinilla 

considers how judges in Colombia have pushed national and local government to take action; 

in so doing, he considers the limits of implementing and enforcing judicial orders and in 

producing social transformations. Margot Rubin looks at apex courts in India and South 

Africa, arguing that they embody hegemonic institutions which seek to change the very 

landscapes of the city in which they operate.  

 

Presenters:   

 

Vojislava Cordes 

Fordham University, New York City 

 

Sarah Fox 

Georgetown University Law Center, Washington DC;  

North Illinois University College of Law, DeKalb 



  

 

Juan Felipe Pinilla 

University of the Andes, Bogotá 

 

Margot Rubin 

University of the Witwatersrand, Johannesburg 

 

15 June 2016 

 

10:00 – 11:30    Session 4 (3 papers) 

     Conceptualizing space 

 

How does the judiciary produce space? How does judicial reasoning take into account the 

dynamic between space and law? How do judges change, shape, and create spatial relations? 

The papers in this session attempt to answer some of these questions. Julia Franzoni and 

Anna Galeb analyze five legal decisions from one case concerning the Izidora urban 

occupations in Belo Horizonte. Through the use of Critical Legal Geography and Spatial 

Justice, they call for the reinforcement of judicial responsibility in the current and hegemonic 

production of the city. Melinda Maldonado presents a paper as part of her ongoing doctoral 

research at Universidad Nacional General Sarmiento in Argentina. She is concerned with 

Mendoza, a case related to the Matanza-Riachuelo river basin running through Buenos Aires, 

and part of her paper analyzes how the Supreme Court understood the creation and re-

creation of urban riverside space. Margaret Haltom looks at the case of Citizens to Preserve 

Overton Park v Volpe, and through on-site interviews and analysis of historical documents 

asks two questions: what racial factors contributed to judicial procedure at the local and state 

level? And, how did judicial proceedings reshape civic identity and public conceptions of 

green space in Memphis? 

 

Presenters:  

 

Julia Franzoni  

Federal University of Minas Gerais, Belo Horizonte;  

University of Westminster, London 

 

Anna Galeb 

University of Warwick, Coventry 

 

Melinda Maldonado  

National University of General Sarmiento, Buenos Aires 

 

Margaret Haltom 

University of Virginia, Charlottesville 

 

11:30 – 12:00    Break 

 

12:00 – 13:30    Session 5 (3 papers) 

The City Statute and the judiciary 

 

The majority of paper submissions for this workshop came from Brazil. This is perhaps 

unsurprising given the enactment of the City Statute in 2001, and the rich tradition of urban 



  

law that has developed since. But is the notion of urban law indeed that strong in Brazil? In 

this session, Rafael Tatemoto focuses on a number of topics related to urban law in noting 

that Brazilian local institutions still face problems when dealing with urban law: the historical 

absence of strong sanctions prefaced by urban law; the interactions between local and federal 

laws; the Brazilian academic tradition of urban studies; the problems of legal education of 

judges, and the institutional design of justice. Bianca Tavolari looks at how Brazilian courts 

have interpreted the City Statute’s right to the city; in this respect, the paper presents the 

preliminary findings of 43 São Paulo’s Court of Justice decisions that mention and apply the 

right to the city in different forms. Vivian Dombrowski looks at how judges have interpreted 

aspects of public participation in the development of city master plans, as required by the 

City Statute.  

 

Presenters: 

 

Rafael Tatemoto 

Lawyer & Journalist, Brazil 

 

Bianca Tavolari 

Researcher, University of São Paulo / Brazilian Center for Analysis & Planning, São Paulo 

 

Vivian Dombrowski 

Federal University of Santa Catarina, Florianópolis / Pontifical Catholic University of 

Paraná, Curitiba 

 

 

13:30 – 15:00    Lunch (at own cost) 

 

15:00 – 17:00    Session 6 (4 papers) 

Judicial conceptions of property and the social 

function of land 

 

One of the key doctrinal features of the City Statute is the social function of land. This can be 

said to redress a market-based understanding and valuation of land in favor of its actual use. 

In turn, this theoretically structures the law’s approach to issues such as gentrification, 

evictions, social housing, and property development. The papers in this session highlight how 

institutions in Brazil have not performed well in articulating this notion within a capitalist 

economy. Luís Fernando Massonetto presents a paper which is concerned with how the 

judiciary has treated a landowner’s right to land as a financial asset, rather than viewing it as 

a social right. In comparing the way urban compensation has been adjudicated in the São 

Paulo and Natal judiciaries, Pedro Italo Dos Santos Galvão comes to a similar conclusion: 

that some courts preface the right to property within a predominantly market and economic 

narrative. Lilian Pires and He Nem Kim Seo in their paper argue that Brazil is far from a 

judiciary which comprehends a vision of urban justice, and the necessity to overcome 

processes of social exclusion. Instead, they argue, there is only a strong private vision which 

revolves around property and the city. Paulo Romano Reschilian and Jairo Salvador de Souza 

would perhaps argue in response that the predominance of a propertied narrative is due to a 

judicial-centric model characterized notionally by a purely formal access to justice. Here, the 

focus remains on just institutions, and not necessarily on just societies. 

 

 



  

Presenters: 

 

Luís Fernando Massonetto 

University of São Paulo 

 

Pedro Italo Dos Santos Galvão 

Potiguar University, Natal 

 

Lilian Regina Gabriel Moreira Pires 

Mackenzie Presbyterian University, São Paulo.  

 

He Nem Kim Seo 

University of São Paulo 

 

Paulo Romano Reschilian 

University of Paraíba Valley, São José dos Campos 

 

Jairo Salvador de Souza 

Public Defender, State of São Paulo;  

 

16:30 – 17:00    Closing 

 


